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FACT SHEET: Assembly Bill 2819 (Cooley) 
The Rural California Infrastructure Act  
 
Author: Assembly Member Ken Cooley  
Position: SUPPORT 
Location: Assembly Committee on Appropriations  
 
Summary: This bill would establish a continuously-appropriated $1 billion account within the 
Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank (I-Bank), made available on a competitive grant 
basis to special districts or counties with a population of less than 300,000 individuals 
(according to the 2020 census), for the purposes of financing rural infrastructure projects.  
 
Major Provisions: Eligible projects include those within a local agency’s jurisdiction that are 
either an economic development facility or a public development facility, and meet any of the 
following criteria: 
 

• The project is a disaster preparedness and mitigation project, including, but not limited 
to: creating, upgrading, or rehabilitating evacuation or shelter areas; maintaining 
fairgrounds; upgrading or rehabilitating highways, streets, and roads used for emergency 
evacuations or identified in the local, regional, or state disaster response plan as priority 
ingress and egress routes for first responders; or projects otherwise identified as 
disaster preparedness and mitigation projects by the I-Bank. 

• The project is a disaster recovery project, including, but not limited to, drainage, water 
supply, and flood control. 

• The project is a historic or cultural preservation, rehabilitation, or reconstruction project. 
 
Talking Points:  

• California is no stranger to natural disasters, be it drought, flooding, sea-level rise and 
saltwater intrusion, extreme heat, or wildfires. The impact of these events on under-
resourced rural communities can be acutely devastating and lead to residual affects on 
the entire State of California. 

• The California Department of Forestry reported that the 2020 fire season was the most 
severe in the nation affecting the wellbeing of families and businesses throughout the 
state. 

• Without intervention from the State, rural parts of California will remain vulnerable due to 
increasing environmental pressures, rising costs, and limited resources to build or 
refurbish infrastructure critically needed during disaster and emergency events.  

• Emergencies and climate disasters in rural areas have major economic, environmental, 
and health impacts on the entire state, whether it’s the cost of response and recovery, 
the loss of tourism, impacts on water quality, or the effects on air quality.  

• Special districts are on the front lines providing critical services in cases of disaster and 
emergency events, including fire protection, water, wastewater, flood control, hospital 
and healthcare services, electricity, emergency shelters, and more.  

• During the 2018 Camp Fire, Paradise Recreation and Park District facilities served as an 
impromptu fire shelter for residents in Paradise, California, potentially saving lives.  

 
 
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=63010.&lawCode=GOV


 

Last Updated: May 11, 2022 
Page 2 of 2 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Are there not already funding mechanisms in place for rural parts of the state?  
 
Local governments receive revenues from a variety of sources, but most of those sources are 
connected to the size of population served and the income or financial assets of that population 
and not the infrastructure and service-related needs of the community. There is an inequitable 
distribution of wealth throughout the state among cities, counties, and special districts. 
Economic gains in the wealthiest regions do not benefit local revenue streams in depressed 
regions; however they do influence costs of business related to materials, labor, and other 
inflationary factors. 
 
How will I-Bank determine which projects should receive funding first?  
 
The Rural California Infrastructure Act allows the Infrastructure and Economic Development 
Bank (I-Bank) to fund rural infrastructure projects that bolster disaster preparedness and 
mitigation in rural areas. In addition, projects that include the following criteria will be prioritized: 
the grant will fund no more than 50 percent of the total project cost, the project addresses 
threats related to flooding and fire, and agencies awarded the grant may leverage other public 
or private funding. 
 
 


